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[bookmark: _Hlk145324789]ALPLA and TÖNISSTEINER realise reusable PET bottle made entirely of recycled material
New climate-friendly container for the German mineral water market

[bookmark: _Hlk145325764]Hard, 10 October 2023 – The packaging and recycling specialist ALPLA and the mineral water company Privatbrunnen TÖNISSTEINER Sprudel have developed a reusable PET bottle made entirely of recycled material. The reusable 1-litre bottle for mineral water reduces carbon consumption and also offers logistical advantages thanks to its low weight. It is available at retail outlets with immediate effect. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144731489]100 per cent for the recycling loop – following development lasting approximately a year, ALPLA and TÖNISSTEINER are presenting a reusable PET bottle made entirely of post-consumer recycled material (except closure and label). The 1-litre bottle developed by the global packaging and recycling specialist and Germany’s oldest Roman spring conserves resources during production and lowers carbon consumption. The recycled PET (rPET) used for the innovative packaging solution is produced and provided by ALPLArecycling. The bottle can be fully recycled at the end of its lifespan.

‘The packaging of the future is sustainable, light and safe. We at ALPLA already deliver in this regard with a circular economy based on the bottle-to-bottle principle, weight optimisation and systematic design for recycling. Working with TÖNISSTEINER, we have brought all of these approaches together to create a new reusable solution made entirely of rPET,’ says a delighted Georg Pescher, Managing Director of ALPLA Germany. 

‘TÖNISSTEINER stands for the sustainable use of resources. In ALPLA, we have found an innovative partner for the introduction of our first own reusable rPET bottle. The climate-friendly bottle has been perfectly tailored to our sorting, bottling and transport processes,’ emphasises TÖNISSTEINER Managing Director Hermann-Josef Hoppe.
Standardised collection and minimal sorting work
The perfect-fit design of the reusable rPET bottle means it can be used with TÖNISSTEINER’s existing twelve-bottle crates. Up to 160 crates containing 1,920 more bottles can be transported per lorry load. The optimised return of empty TÖNISSTEINER rPET and glass containers on a pallet of standardised crates also speeds up the cycle and reduces the bottle sorting work of wholesalers and retailers.

[bookmark: _Hlk145326412]When the reusable bottle reaches the end of its lifespan as determined by the number of cycles it goes through, it can now be turned into rPET at the ALPLArecycling plants and recycled into new bottles. Laser markings indicate the number of cycles a bottle has been through and complement the quality controls at the refilling stage. TÖNISSTEINER and ALPLA are therefore establishing an optimum bottle-to-bottle loop and are guaranteeing that they have their own pool of high-quality reusable rPET bottles.



About the ALPLA Group
ALPLA is one of the world’s leading companies in the manufacture and recycling of plastic packaging. Around 23,300 employees worldwide produce custom-made packaging systems, bottles, caps and moulded parts at 190 sites across 46 countries. The high-quality packaging is used in a wide range of areas, including for food and drinks, cosmetics and care products, household cleaning products, detergents and cleaning agents, pharmaceutical products, engine oils and lubricants.

ALPLA operates recycling plants for PET and HDPE in Austria, Germany, Poland, Mexico, Italy, Spain, Romania and Thailand. Other projects are being realised elsewhere around the world.

www.alpla.com


About TÖNISSTEINER
TÖNISSTEINER is a long-standing German mineral water producer. The spring water has been in use since Roman times. The Kerstiens family became the owners of the spring in 1891. In addition to the German federal states of Rhineland-Palatinate and North Rhine-Westphalia, Belgium is a key market for sales of TÖNISSTEINER products. Mineral water and soft drinks are bottled. TÖNISSTEINER exclusively produces reusable products at the site.  

www.toenissteiner.com
 

Captions
ALPLA-TOENISSTEINER-rPET-Mehrwegflasche.jpg: ALPLA and TÖNISSTEINER have developed a reusable PET bottle made entirely of post-consumer recycled material.

ALPLA-TOENISSTEINER-rPET-Mehrwegflasche-im-Kasten.jpg: The perfect-fit design of the reusable rPET bottle means it can be used with TÖNISSTEINER’s established twelve-bottle crates.

ALPLA-PET-Recycling.jpg: The packaging and recycling specialist ALPLA turns used PET bottles into high-quality rPET material and then into new bottles in accordance with the bottle-to-bottle principle.

Copyright: TÖNISSTEINER/ALPLA. Reprinting free of charge for reporting on TÖNISSTEINER and ALPLA. Photo credit required.



Information for editorial
ALPLA, Erik Nielsen (Team Leader, Corporate Communications), tel.: +43 (0)5574 6021 701, email: erik.nielsen@alpla.com
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